TEACH us, O Christ, this day
Thy greatest lesson,
To love our fellow-men,
To love them purely
With no least taint of selfishness,
No jealousy,
No greed,
No rivalry,
No lurking itch for recognition:

Teach us Thy greatest lesson,
Pure, joyful, Christlike friendship.

tell us of systems and rites,

Of schemes of redemption, philosophies, dogmas,
and creeds;

But how can faith deal with dead things
In a world where are mountains and forests and stars,
Children's laughter and love, and the touch of God's
hand?

Faith is vivid and living and warm,
Faith is friendship with Thee.

Not from books and authority, pedants or priests,
Cometh faith, but from life lived with Thee,
O Master divine,
From the joy of the friendship of God.
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